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Agricultural safety resources focus on working and non-working children, agritourism

A collection of resources dedicated to childhood agricultural safety are available from the National Children’s Center for Rural and Agricultural Health and Safety.

The National Children’s Center, established in 1997 within the National Farm Medicine Center at Marshfield (Wis.) Clinic, is the only agricultural center funded by the National Institute for Occupational Safety and Health (NIOSH) that is dedicated to children’s issues.

All of the following documents are online at www.marshfieldclinic.org/nccrahs. Limited numbers of hard copies are available by contacting the National Children’s Center at 1-800-662-6900, 1-715-389-4999, nccrahs@mcrf.mfldclin.edu.


Injury fact sheet: Incidents involving tractors and large animals account for many of the injuries to children on farms, according to the latest national data, http://www.marshfieldclinic.org/proxy/MCRF-Centers-NFMC-NCCRAHS-ChildAgInjuryFactSheet032010.1.pdf.
Keep Kids Away from Tractors: This Childhood Agricultural Safety Network campaign promotes the message that children 12-and-under should never be on or near tractors. Graphics and public service announcements for television and radio are available at www.childagsafety.org.

Safe Play: Safe play areas are an alternative to bringing children into the worksite, especially when off-farm childcare is not available. Creating Safe Play Areas on Farms provides a comprehensive guide for designing and building an outdoor safe play area on a farm. Key concepts have been captured in a mini-edition (English and Spanish language versions) printed in 2010. An interactive parents’ resource for constructing a safe play area is scheduled to be online this fall. Also available is a how-to guide for building and coordinating a Safe Play Area Demonstration at a fair or farm show in your community, http://www.marshfieldclinic.org/safeplay/.  
NAGCAT: To assist parents and others in assigning age-appropriate tasks for children ages 7–16 there are the North American Guidelines for Children’s Agricultural Tasks (NAGCAT). The guidelines (www.nagcat.org) are based on an understanding of childhood growth and development, agricultural practices, principles of childhood injury, and agricultural and occupational safety. Voluntary use of the guidelines can help parents and others make informed decisions about appropriate tasks for youth. 

Agritourism: It’s the season for farm tours, u-pick produce, hay rides, petting zoos, festivals, and bed-and-breakfast stays. The National Children’s Center has available the popular Agritourism Health and Safety Guidelines for Children, as well as two supplemental publications: the Policies and Procedures Guide and the Worksite Guide (http://www.marshfieldclinic.org/agritourism).  These 10-page supplemental checklist guides were developed for use by agritourism owners and managers, and farm owners who host children and groups. The guides are useful in reviewing health and safety considerations already implemented on agritourism operations, and can assist in identifying deficiencies so that remedial action can be taken. 
